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their father get crucified.) Jim for 
giving us his last hurrah as Pontius 
Pilate before heading off to Mexico 
and a well-deserved retirement (and 
for being willing to attempt to sing 
the song Brittany and I wrote for him. 
We know it wasn't his normal "style"). 
Mandy Bell and her daughter, Farren, 
for their piano and violin playing. We 
are so blessed to have so much musical 
talent at our fingertips. Drew High, 
for risking life and limb tossing Jesus/
Pastor Chad over his shoulder. Ray 
Torres, for stepping in when one of 
our previous cast members dropped 
out a few weeks before Holy Week, 
and then being willing to shift roles 
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A Divine Drama  
by Pastor Rebecca Craig

Another Holy Week has come 
and gone. I want to give 
thanks for all the people who 

were involved with our Good Friday 
musical/drama. 
Brittany Lustig who took the words I 
wrote and turned them into amazingly 
beautiful music. Pastor Chad, for 
always pushing me to do this when 
I worry it's too overwhelming, too 
much work, too much scheduling, 
practicing, finding people to 
participate, etc., and for stepping in 
when we lost one of our primary actors 
to play Jesus rather than his preferred 
Judas character. (Our apologies to 
Anna and Quinn who had to watch 

(continued on page 2...)
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Pastor Rebecca's
Monthly

Message

Our Active Council
by Pete Morello
Council President

around when we had some last-
minute casting changes.
Of course to my tech team: 
Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff for 
running the slides, her husband 
Dennis Gundersdorff for running 
the livestream, and Brigite Babine 
for running sound and lights. 
And last, but not least, to Pete 
Morello, who was more than 
willing to participate and had come 
to practices, but due to unforeseen 
circumstances that were beyond 
his control, could not reprise his 
role as Jesus that final week. 
While I can put the words on 
paper, it takes all these people to 
make a vision become a reality. 
Without their talents, time and 
willingness to give of themselves, 
such a moving and meaningful 
experience would not be possible. 
Many thanks to all of you who 
either came in person or watched 
online and shared with us how you 
felt moved by the service. 
I know for those who participate, it 
can be a transformative experience 
as well. Pete has frequently cited 
his time playing Jesus back in 

Wow, we have a lot going on at Immanuel. 
Last month we brought back the 

“Food-n-Fellowship” time between the 9:30 
and 11:15 services. Holy week was filled with 
original music and vignettes depicting Jesus’s 
last moments as a mortal. We are also done 
with the design phase for the parking area 

and are going out to bid for constructions companies. The Immanuel 
Early Learning Center has very impressive summer enrollment already. 
Immanuel has been more active in the local community attending 
events and actively inviting the public to our events. This is because of 
our outstanding staff, our dedicated volunteers, and our amazing church 
council members.
I want to use this article to thank the Church Council Members. If you 
see them before or after service, please say hello. Talk to them about all 
the great things Immanuel is doing. Share with them ideas you have 
about how we are doing, what we can do next, your favorite thing that 
Immanuel does. With your input we can continue the track of growth. 
Growth in faith. Growth in fellowship. Growth in membership.
These council members do not just go through the motions they are truly 
committed to Immanuel’s mission. I have spoken to some folks about 
their past experiences on other Church Councils, some have been good 
stories, and many have been not so good. All I can say is that all my stories 
about our Church Council are great. Our Council members are smart, 
inspiring, and their actions are deepening my faith relationship with them 
and God.
Thank you: Drew High, Sandra Foley, Jon Gustafson, Ron Froehlich, 
Kim Shrum, Doug Crawford, Belinda Lowe, Marcie Balow, Mike Keese, 
Rex Noble Jr., and Amber Castro. Thank you, council members, for your 
unwavering support.

(...continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3...)

We're looking for volunteers!
Registration forms for participants 

and volunteers available in the 
Narthex or online!

immanuelpalmcity.org/vbs
or call Brittany in the church office.
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2019 as sort of that "moment" 
where he really connected to Jesus 
and changed how he viewed his 
faith. Ray spoke after we were 
finished of how when  he stood up 
there, playing the role of Judas, it 
suddenly hit him what that had to 
have been like—all the guilt and 
shame of betraying a friend. 
In my Pathways Bible Study 
section, I talk about a technique of 
Bible Study that is called "directing 
imagination." This is where you 
put yourself in the role of one of 
the Biblical characters and try to 
feel what they felt, understand the 
situation from their perspective. 
A Holy Week drama like this is 
simply taking that type of Biblical 
study and making it come alive on 
stage for both the actors, and the 
people watching. So no, these are 
not mere "performances" we do 
for show. They are deeply moving 
and transformative ways in which 
we tell the story of God's love 
for humanity. Ways in which we 
connect to the divine acts of love 
and sacrifice on our behalf.
Holy Week for me has always 
been a divine drama for the 
ages. A tragedy and triumph all 
wrapped up in a few days. A story 
of God's love, sorrow, forgiveness, 
and promises to the world. 
So as we move back into our 
normal rhythms of life, it is always 
with a profound sense of awareness 
of the divine stirrings within our 
souls that move us and shape us. 
That move us toward living lives 
that reflect that love and strive 
for a world that better reflects the 
Kingdom Jesus brought near as 
he healed the sick, cared for the 
poor, accepted the marginalized, 
and comforted the bereaved. We 
move forward with the hope of 
the Easter Resurrection promise.

Our Active Council
by Pete Morello
Council President

(...continued from page 2)

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

Does life always go as you want? Of course 
not. Life is full of ups and downs. The ups 

can be over the top joyous and the downs can be 
in the depths of despair. One minute we can be 
laughing with joy and the next we are sobbing 
uncontrollably because of some unforeseen 

circumstance. We never know from one moment to the next what 
awaits us.

The Apostle Paul certainly had a life of ups and downs. He certainly 
had an unexpected, startling, and life changing encounter with Jesus 
which began a series of joyous and difficult circumstances. Starting 
new churches were times of joy as he shared the love of Christ on his 
missionary journeys. Yet, also on those journeys were circumstances of 
persecution as he experienced tortures and deprivation. It would be so 
expected that persecution would bring him to the depths of despair, yet 
surprisingly didn’t.

Perhaps as a Jewish scholar he remembered the prophet Habakkuk in 
the Old Testament who even in times of no food from crop failure and 
empty animal pens, chose to rejoice in the Lord and be joyful knowing 
God was his Savior.

In fact, Paul was in prison, again, when he wrote to the church he 
established in Philippi. Despite his circumstances, this letter is filled 
with his instruction to be joyful and to rejoice in the Lord always.

While we might not like our circumstances, we can, in the midst of 
them, remember the Psalmist exhortation, “This is the day the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” –Psalm 118:24. God is present 
even in our darkest dungeon like days, and that alone enables us to tap 
into the internal joy of God’s Holy Spirit. Even in the midst of life’s 
despairing moments, there are plenty of blessings to be thankful for. 
Thanking God for his blessings helps renew the joy.

So, rejoice in all circumstances. We may not choose our circumstances 
but we can choose how we react to it.

Ups and Downs

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of 

each month. Items received after the 15th may or may not make it into 
the newsletter. To submit items, send an email to:  

ilcmedia2655@gmail.com
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Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 3/31/2022 ILC & IELC

Income  $221,135.67

Expenses $241,277.73

Difference ($20,142.06)

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
Online

immanuelpalmcity.org

Envelopes

We now have more ways for you to give!

Mar. 2022 Mar. 2021 YTD 2022 YTD 2021

Given $33,273.66 $32,795.34 $99,512.43 $105,155.66

Needed $41,332.00 $40,240.00 $134,329.00 $130,780.00

Difference ($8,058.34) ($7,444.66) ($34,816.57) ($25,624.34)

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
Pete Morello 

shipperpete@gmail.com
Vice President 

Drew High 
drewhigh7@gmail.com

Secretary 
Sandra Foley 

fschoolmarm@aol.com
Treasurer 

John Gustafson 
johndgustafson@outlook.com

Finance 
Ron Froehlich 

rfroeh1944@gmail.com
Worship 

Kim Shrum 
kim.shrum2011@gmail.com

Stewardship 
Doug Crawford 
dougc@mfps.us

Communication & Evangelism 
Belinda Lowe 

lovymille@comcast.net
Service 

Marcie Balow 
mbalow45@gmail.com

Learning 
Michael Keese 

makeese14@live.com
Property 

Rex Noble, Jr. 
auburn1984@bellsouth.net
Faith, Fun & Fellowship/Small 

Groups 
Amber Castro 

ambercastro@yahoo.com 
 

PATHWAYS
DISCIPLESHIP FOR 

SMALL GROUPS

Want to deepen your relationship with God and 
other members of the church? Join one of our 

Pathways Small Groups!
Pathways is about being changed by God’s love into the person God 
has called you to be. It involves immersing ourselves in God’s Word, 

communicating with God through prayer, and serving our fellow human 
beings...all while deepening our relationships with one another. 

Groups can be in-person or online via zoom. Sign up in the narthex or 
on our website, 

immanuelpalmcity.org/pathways
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor & Director of Publications 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Jim Peppers, Cantor 

jimpeppers@ilcpalmcity.org

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Director of Early Learning Center  
Beth Tatem 

bethtatem@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Dawne Laval 

dawnelaval@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Sexton 
Leeona Reid 

Text: 772-444-5148

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list contact:

Sheri at sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org
To add someone to the prayer chain contact:

Cheryl Gundersdorff: 772-221-8939
cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

N
EW

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY
MEET AND GREET

If you are interested in becoming a member/ministry partner 
of Immanuel Lutheran, join us for a New Partners in Ministry 

Meet & Greet, Cinco de Mayo style!

Thursday, May 5
6 pm • Room 203

Contact Pastor Chad at pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org, (717) 329-7122, 
or sign up in the Narthex

We will be bringing in Mexican fare for dinner!

Your Presence Matters
The other day the Baltimore Orioles played the Oakland A’s 

in the Oakland Coliseum in front of just 2700 fans. In case it’s 
not obvious, that’s a virtually empty stadium. On the flip side I 

remember attending a playoff game in Camden Yards and numerous 
Penn State football games with over 110,000 screaming fans. I 

imagine playing in front of so few fans was similar to preaching 
when we were only live streaming worship because of Covid. 

Much like crowds at sporting events provide a palpable energy so 
do people in worship. Worship is meant to be a community event, 

where people gather to worship, to sing and to pray together. Doing 
so multiplies the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Let me be clear, I love that we live stream worship. Online worship 
is a vital tool in our ministry tool belt that allows us to reach shut-

ins, those who feel under the weather on a given Sunday, our 
snow birds and those looking to dip their toes in our water. It is 

valid worship. Live stream is here to stay. However, your physical 
presence, your voice, your smile, your energy may just be the thing 

that someone else needs on any given Sunday. 

Keep online worship in your personal spiritual tool belt and know 
that your presence matters too. 

- Pastor Chad
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Children, Youth & Family  
 

Brittany Lustig

(continued on page 7...)

Easter just passed us! What an 
incredible Holy Week we just 

had. Thanks to you, the youth 
were able to raise money from our 
bake sale for future youth ministry. 
Thank you from all of us! I hope 
you enjoyed the goodies! 
May is here! I can’t believe we’re 
almost to Summer. If you’d like 
to help volunteer for Vacation 
bible school, please contact me 
as we are approaching VBS very 
quickly. We sure need as much 
help as we can get! 
Thank you to all who helped 
with our Spring Fling. It sure 
was a blast! Thank you, Ms. 
Belinda, for all your help with 
our vendors and food! Immanuel 
sure has been busy with some 
really incredible things! 
May will give us a little bit of 
a break right before our high 
schoolers go to Nashville, 
Tennessee, for a mission trip! 
Pastor Chad and I can’t wait to 
see how these kids grow in their 
faith and service. It’s going to be 
an incredible experience. I pray 
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that the Lord will guide us during 
this preparation and planning for 
our mission trip. We ask for your 
prayers as well. Have a wonderful 
month!

Children, Youth & Family  
 

(...continued from page 6)

Upcoming Events

• May 15th: Confirmation

• June 5th-10th: Nashville 
Mission Trip

• June 20th-June 24th: VBS
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Rex Noble, Jr. 
Property

council
SPOTLIGHT

I have lived in Palm City since 
1997. I have two daughters that 

attended Palm City Elementary, 
Hidden Oaks Middle School and 
Martin County High School. 
Both girls earned College degrees, 
Danyelle from Indian River State 
College and Lyndsay from the 
University of South Florida. I earned 
a Mechanical Engineering Degree 
from Auburn University, 1984.
I have worked for NextEra Energy/
FPL since 1986. Before moving 
to Palm City I lived in West Palm 
Beach and then moved south. I 
worked in Miami for 10 years 
and then moved to Palm City to 
start an unregulated business that 
does engineering and construction 
projects to improve the energy 
use for commercial and industrial 
customers. I hold the engineering 
and construction licenses for the 
business, FPL Energy Services. I 
thought this would be short lived 
but turned into a career building 
opportunity that will take me to 
retirement. 
I attended Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church when I moved 

Bonhoeffer shows us how to more effectively “evangelize” 

Years ago, my Duluth congregation did the 
Living Your Strengths program to help members 

discern their God-given talents. One of my “strengths” is learning. 
I’ve continuously got my nose in at least two books, do a lot of online 
learning and have been in the Northeast Minnesota Synod Lay Leader 
program for several years. 
This year, one of our study books was German theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s religious classic, Life Together. Life Together was written 
in 1939 while Bonhoeffer taught at an underground seminary in 
Nazi Germany.  This book contains a wealth of wisdom on how the 
church is to live together as the Body of Christ. Reading Life Together 
once again, I’m struck with how Bonhoeffer’s wisdom mirrors current 
thinking about how we are to move forward in ministry (or “service”) 
in our congregation and in our community.  He outlines the following 
sequential approach to ministry:
• Listening
• Active helpfulness
• Bearing with others
• Service of the Word of God
The ELCA Congregational Vitality 
Project defines a “vital church” 
as one lived out in strong relationships with God, one another, 
and our neighbors.  Listening is always the first step in any of these 
relationships. Bonhoeffer notes that “Christians have forgotten that 
the ministry of listening has been entrusted to them by who is indeed 
the great listener and in whose work they are the participant.” 

Rev. Dwight J. Zscheile also 
talks about listening in his book, 
The Agile Church: Spirit-Led 
Innovation in an Uncertain Age: 
“Outreach and social ministry 
efforts have typically been 
approached in the establishment 
mode as a benevolence, where 
resources or services are dispensed 
to the less fortunate, often at arms’ 
length. The church often assumes 
it knows what is best for the 

neighbor without having to listen, learn and receive from the neighbor 
first.” In a recent online workshop "Rediscovering Hope and Energy 
in Ministry," he challenges congregations, with their communities, 
to engage in three core practices: Listen, Act and Share. Listening 

A Ministry of Listening:
Stewarding Our Attention, Part 1 
by Paula Tsufis, Stewardship Committee

(continued on page 9...) (continued on page 9...)

Just as our love for God 
begins with listening to 

God’s Word, the beginning 
of love for other Christians 

is learning to listen to them.  
-Bonhoeffer in Life Together
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Exciting things happening this month at the 
preschool. The Mother's Day tea party will 

be on May 6th in the FDC starting at 10am. Our 
VPK will be graduating on May 20th at 10:30 in 
the Church. The last day of school for all will be 
on May 27th!! This has been an awesome year. 

Lastly our Summer camp will start May 31st through July 29th. 
Happy Mother's Day to all our fantastic moms.

Early Learning Center
 by Director Beth Tatem

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you to the following 
for donating your Thrivent 

Choice Dollars to Immanuel.

Cheryl A Gundersdorff

Barbara B Haslage 

Robert C Pierson 

Dennis C Scruggs 

Marlene Valpatic

Needed: 
Teachers and Aides 
for our pre-school. 
If interested please 
contact Beth Tatem 

at 772- 219-2279. 

A Ministry of Listening:
Stewarding Our Attention, Part 1 
by Paula Tsufis, Stewardship Committee

(...continued from page 8)

Thank you to Kim Shrum, 
Kelly Shrum, Amber and 

Chris Castro for all their hard 
work putting on our Easter 

breakfast

to Palm City. I was involved in the 
Aldersgate Church Council prior 
to moving to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in 2004.
In my leisure time, I am an avid 
runner and a former triathlete. I have 
run a number of Boston Marathons, 
completed 3 Ironman Triathlons 
and various endurance races. I am 
an endurance race junkie.   
I am proud to be asked to serve on the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church Council 
Property Team. Thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to serve Immanuel 
Lutheran Church.

to people in our congregations and to leaders in our community is also 
the first important step recommended in the ELCA Vital Congregation 
Reboot “Camp” sessions in order to move forward in future ministry.
I find Bonhoeffer's outreach approach very practical for Lutherans who 
sometimes struggle with how to share their faith with people they don’t 
know. On Palm Sunday, Pastor Chad shared an entertaining thought that 
we might all become “donkeys,” carrying Christ into our community. I 
like this image as it also captures the idea of bearing the burdens of others 
on life’s long and often difficult journey. 
The first step in more effective ministry is easy. Just take the time to listen 
and learn about the person or an organization. In this “age of distraction,” 
how do we focus our attention skills to become better listeners? Stay tuned 
for some answers to this important question next month in this column. 

(...continued from page 8)
Listening
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Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
3 pm • Choir Room

Sisters in Spirit 
3rd Tuesday of the month  

7 pm • Panera 
*No May meeting*

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild  
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Belinda Lowe, 772.634.0194

Stephen Ministry  
2nd Monday 

6:30 pm in Room 202

Wednesday Bridge Group 
Wednesdays at 1 pm  

Room 201

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

*Carry-Out only until further 
notice*

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Are you feeling overwhelmed and need to feel God’s presence a 

bit closer? God’s answer to your prayer might be to have a Stephen 
Minister who can listen and walk with you for a while as a Christian 
friend. If you would like to have your own Stephen Minister, contact 

your Stephen Leader, Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff, 221-8939.

&

Prayer Chain Ministry
So many people are in need of prayer. Our 
Immanuel prayer chain is always available 

to pray for you or those you know in 
need of prayer. Contact Deacon Cheryl 

Gundersdorff 221-8939 to request prayer 
or to become a member of our prayer 
team. From May 12-June 12 contact Jill 

Swartz 219-2388.

Deborah Circle Women’s Ministry
All Immanuel ladies & friends are invited to the Deborah 

Circle Bible study. We meet the 2nd Monday of each month, 
in the choir room, at 3PM for about an hour. We are currently 

studying the Gospel of Matthew, an in-depth study of one 
chapter each month with a study sheet to follow along. 

For more information and to RSVP contact Deacon Cheryl 
Gundersdorff 221-8939.

BRIDGE GROUP

If you're fully 
vaccinated, join 
us Wednesdays 
in room 201 at 
1:00 pm to play 
bridge. Anyone 

who would 
like to play is 

welcome.
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Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Sundays @ 8 am • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Bell Choir 
Saturdays at 4:30 pm • Sanctuary

Chancel Choir 
Sundays at 10 am • Choir Room  
*Suspended until further notice*

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary 

pdcjimmy@hotmail.com

Children's Choir/JAM 
Wednesdays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

Contact Brittany Lustig 
brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Souper Sundays
Immanuel Lutheran 

volunteers serve every third 
and fifth Sunday. 

To volunteer, contact Marcie 
Balow at 283-0982 or  

mbalow45@gmail.com 
or sign up in the Narthex

Altar Guild Meeting
The Altar Guild will meet on Wednesday, May 11, at 
10 AM in Room 202 of the FDC (second floor-take 
elevator).  We will be looking ahead to the summer 
months so bring your calendars.  We welcome ALL 
interested volunteers.

For more information, call Marj Smith at 772-286-8974  
or Belinda Lowe at 772-634-0194.

Sisters in Spirit Women’s Ministry
Will not be meeting in May. We will resume in June.

  Sisters

  S pirit

in

FOOD BAG DONATIONS FOR 
SOUPER SUNDAYS

We are continuing to distribute food  
bags at Souper Sunday. We will be 
accepting donations of the following:
Food Bags: Tuna salad (boxes or foil bags), 
Chicken salad (boxes or foil bags), Jif to 
Go, Filled snack crackers (peanut butter or 
cheese filled), Breakfast bars, Fruit cups, 
Keebler/Ritz Crackers (Snack packs).

Contact Karen Coombs at  
772-600-7272

Join Pastors Chad and 
Rebecca for their weekly 
podcast discussing the 

previous weekend's text 
more in-depth. 

Available on our website or 
on our app.

Thrivent members: 
Do you know that you are eligible for 

an Action Team every year? Benefit 
members are eligible for 2 Action 

Teams, Associate members are eligible 
for 1. 

Please if you have no plans or 
organizations that you wish to 

support, consider helping with our 
Souper Sunday “Snack Bags." As 

you are all aware, the price of food 
is climbing. We need your help to 

continue this ministry.
For additional information, please 

call Karen Coombs @772-600-7272 
or 772-475-3312. 

Thank you so much.
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Regular Worship 
Schedule
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 am Contemporary

11:15 am Traditional

All services available via 
livestream on our website or 

through our app.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Farewell
to Jim Peppers

April 30/May 1
Join us following either the 6 pm 

service or the 11:15 am service on 
the patio for cake and beverages as 

we bid our organist, Jim, farewell 
before he retires to Mexico the 

following week. We thank Jim for his 
seven years of faithful service to our 

traditional music ministries.


