
GOOD  NEWS

MARCH 2023Our mission is to introduce all people to 
Jesus Christ and the exhilarating power and 

undefeatable joy He brings to life!

A monthly publication of Immanuel Lutheran

more than just part of our family. In 
my case, George literally WAS my 
family. He's all I really had in terms 
of constant companionship. We spent 
almost the entirety of the past ten 
years in each other's company. He'd 
become something of the "church 
mascot" here as he was with  me in 
the church office and in many church 
meetings and events over the past 
seven years here. He saw me through 
a difficult and traumatic marriage and 
divorce our first three years together. 
We'd been through a lot together, and 
he showered me with the same love 
and affection I had for him.
Losing George was more like losing 
an appendage than a pet. So I thank 
you all for the kindness, compassion, 
cards, donations, and understanding 
so many of you have expressed. 
But it does raise a question that I 
think many of us have pondered at 
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Do All Dogs Go To Heaven? 
by Pastor Rebecca Craig

First, I want to say thank you 
to everyone for their outpouring 
of sympathy, love and support 

after I lost my dog and companion, 
George, at the end of January in rather 
tragic circumstances my first day 
over at the Stuart site. While many 
people have pets, and we know that 
we outlive them, there are some pets 
that are more than that to us. Now I 
know some view pets as simply that —
they're here for a while, then gone. I 
grew up with dogs and it was rough 
every time I had to help my parents 
go put one of them down. (My dad 
could never go to the vet when we did 
that, my mom and I always had that 
duty.) But they were outdoor dogs. I 
didn't spend every waking moment 
with them. They were nice to have 
around and I loved each one of them 
for the unique animals they were, but 
that's what happens with pets. It was 
sad, but life went on. 
For other pets, however, they become  (continued on page 2...)
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Pastor Rebecca's
Monthly

Message

times. As humans, we believe in an 
after-life for ourselves. But what 
about our pets? 
Do all dogs go to heaven? (Or cats, 
or horses, or whatever your beloved 
animal might happen to be.)
Well, I personally approach the loss 
of a beloved animal the same way I 
do the loss of anyone we love. 
If we have the capacity to love these 
animals with such deep affection, 
then I'm fairly certain God is not 
only capable of such love, not only 
shares that love, but supersedes our 
own abilities to love. 
God loves all of God's creation, 
not just humanity. Jesus points us 
to this reality when he asks does 
God not care about the lilies in 
the field and the sparrows in the 
air? His point is to show us how 
much MORE he loves and cares 
about us, but still the point is—
he loves every part of the creation, 
including our beloved pets as 
much as we do. 
I also find it interesting that 
when the heavenly throne room 
is envisioned in works like 
Revelation, there are four "living 
creatures" that humanity is but 

(...continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3...)

  35th Anniversary Celebration                    May 27th & 28th

Saturday, May 27th - Celebration Potluck
Sunday, May 28th - Worship with Bishop Pedro 

Suarez of the Florida-Bahamas Synod & burning of 
the mortgage

More exciting details to come
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one of the four. The others are 
comprised of an eagle, ox, and a 
lion. (Here kitty kitty!) 
If such animals have a place 
before the throne of God, I have 
very little doubt that there's 
a place for our pets in God's 
kingdom as well. Plus Paul tells 
us in Romans that all of creation 
is groaning for redemption.
Pets have the ability to leave a hole 
in our lives in much the same way 
a person leaves a hole in our lives 
when they depart. We miss them. 
We miss the routines we had with 
them. We miss the moments and 
life that we shared with them.
I miss George's snoring, believe 
it or not. It was a comfort to me 
especially in the middle of the 
night when I'd wake up to hear 
that snoring (and sometimes I'd 
panic just a little when I didn't 
hear it).
Out of grief and sorrow comes, 
of course, new life. Thanks to the 
support of many of you, I was 
blessed with Gracie (yes, I'm old 
enough to remember who George 
Burns and Gracie Allen were), a 
new puppy. The fun part of this 
story is that my best friend who 
lives up north picked her up from 
the breeder and brought her to me. 
Upon her return home, she went 
back up and got one of Gracie's 
litter-mates to take home to her 
two children, which turns out 
has been a much-needed calming 
influence on one of their children. 
The breeder referred to it as 
"George's legacy of love." 
Something good out of tragedy. 
Selfishly, I'd still prefer to have 
George with me. But given reality, 
I am happy to see how good things 
have come from tragedy. 

(...continued from page 2)

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 

15th of each month. Items received after the 15th may or 
may not make it into the newsletter. To submit items, send an 

email to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com

Last supper 
Commemoration

Maundy Thursday  
April 6th at 6 pm 

in the Palm City Faith Development Center

"For in the night in which he was betrayed..."

Join us on Maundy Thursday as we commemorate Jesus' 
last supper with his disciples with a meal of our own. 

Each table will have a host or hostess and each guest 
contributes to the meal.  The entire evening is set in 

candlelight as we read from the Gospels telling of the 
night in which Jesus was betrayed, sing some hymns, 

share in symbolic foods, and footwashing.  

It’s a moving experience as we go back in time to capture 
a flavor of this significant evening.

To become a host or hostess sign up in the Narthex or call 

KAREN COOMBS AT 772-475-3312

We will have a sign up sheet as well for those wishing to simply 
attend the dinner and not be one of the hosts/hostesses. 

  35th Anniversary Celebration                    May 27th & 28th

PARTNERS
IN MINISTRYN

EW

If you are interested in becoming a new partner in ministry at 
Immanuel (aka "new member"), please sign up in the narthex 

or contact Pr. Chad at pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org
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Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 01/31/2023 ILC & IELC

Income $98,210.66

Expenses $74,238.95

Difference $23,971.71

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
Online

immanuelpalmcity.org

Envelopes

We now have more ways for you to give!

Jan 2023 Jan 2022 YTD 2023 YTD 2022

Given $49,851.34 $37,355.15 $49,851.34 $37,355.15

Budgeted $50,395.00 $51,665.00 $50,395.00 $51,665.00

Difference ($543.66) ($14,309.85) ($543.66) ($14,309.85)

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
Pete Morello 

shipperpete@gmail.com
Vice President 

Drew High 
drewhigh7@gmail.com

Secretary 
Sandra Foley 

fschoolmarm@aol.com
Treasurer 

John Gustafson 
johndgustafson@outlook.com

Finance 
Ron Froehlich 

rfroeh1944@gmail.com
Worship 

Kim Shrum 
kim.shrum2011@gmail.com

Stewardship 
Doug Crawford 
dougc@mfps.us

Communication & Evangelism 
Kyla Mericle 

mrsmericle1112@gmail.com
Service 

Marcie Balow 
mbalow45@gmail.com

Learning 
Michael Keese 

makeese14@live.com
Property 

Rex Noble, Jr. 
auburn1984@bellsouth.net
Faith, Fun & Fellowship/Small 

Groups 
Belinda Lowe 

lovymille@comcast.net
Stuart Representatives 

Roberta Virta 
robertavirta@cs.com

Jodi Dudeney 
jldportstlucie@aol.com

 
 

MARCH MADNESS
Game Night for Adults & Youth! 

March 17th • 6 pm
Adults in FDC, Youth in 201

ALSO: 
High School & Middle School Youth Glow in 

the Dark Lock-in. Date TBD

A report of our giving compared to the approved budget the 
congregation agreed to at the annual meeting. We're including last year 

as a comparison as well. *Figures do not include Stuart location

March 5th
Burgers & Dogs  

on the Patio @ 10:30 am

Upcoming

YOUTH FUNDRAISER
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor & Director of Publications 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Vacant

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Director of Early Learning Center  
Rebecca Painter 

IELCDirector@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Shea Johnson 

sheajohnson@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Secretary — Stuart 
Karen Gumm 

ImmanuelStuartLC@gmail.com

Sexton 
Leeona Reid 

Text: 772-444-5148

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list or to the 

prayer chain contact:
Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff 772-221-8939 

or cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

PRESCHOOL UPDATES
The preschool children are excited for March! We will be starting 
our gardening project. We hope to paint garden beds and plant 

special seeds. 
We are looking forward to watching them grow, and learning  
about how a seed develops into a vegetable or plant. We are 

looking for any gardening donations you may have around your 
home such as;  

• shovels 
• pails 
• soil

• small pots 
• seeds

The preschool will be closed the week of March 13th for spring break. 
We are actively hiring for the fall so we can accommodate all of our 

new friends who would like to join our community at Immanuel. 

The preschool is looking for a part-time aide if anyone 
knows of someone looking for work. Great opportunity for 

a college student. Also hiring teachers for fall.

SATURDAY, MARCH 4 
8 am—2 pm • Stuart Location

Annual sale of books, housewares, 
clothing, etc. & baked goods.

To donate items call 692-1171 or email
ImmanuelStuartLC@gmail.com

Lenten Midweek Services
Every Wednesday from March 1st - 29th

Stuart: Noon with soup/sandwiches to follow
Palm City: 6:30 pm (service only)
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Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
3 pm • Rm 201
Sisters in Spirit 

*4th Tuesday in March 
7 pm • Panera

Word on Wednesdays 
2nd Wednesday of the month 

5:30 pm • Townies 
*Not meeting in March due to 

Lenten Midweek Services* 

Fellowship & 
Service  

Ministries
Quilts of Valor 

Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 
Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild  
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Belinda Lowe, 772.634.0194

Stephen Ministry  
2nd Monday 

6:30 pm in Room 202

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

&

Prayer Chain Ministry
Have you made a resolution to pray 
more this year? Consider joining the 

prayer chain. As you bless others through 
your prayers, you will find that you 

also will be blessed. Call Deacon Cheryl 
Gundersdorff 221-8939 or 485-1954.

Deborah Circle 
Is 2023 the year you resolve to grow in your faith? The 

Deborah Circle Bible study fellowship meets only once a 
month, the 2nd Monday in the choir room, at 3PM for about 
an hour. We are currently studying the Gospel of Matthew. 
You don’t need to be well versed in scripture to enjoy this 
study. We do an in-depth study of one-two chapters each 

month with a study sheet to follow along. We then assemble 
layettes to donate to Care Net Pregnancy Services. For more 
information and to RSVP contact Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff  

221-8939 or 485-1954.

Sisters in Spirit Women’s Ministry
In March, Sisters in Spirit will be meeting on 
the fourth Tuesday instead of the third:  
March 28th, 7 pm at Panera. 
For more information and to RSVP contact 
Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff 221-8939 or 
485-1954.

  Sisters

  S pirit

in
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Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Sundays @ 8 am • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Bell Choir 
Practices Tuesdays @ 6 pm 

Contact Sandy Foley 
772-240-6753

Chancel Choir 
*Suspended until further notice*

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary

Children's Choir/JAM 
Wednesdays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

Contact Brittany Lustig 
brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

PATHWAYS

Word on

Wednesdays

Join Pr. Rebecca for our Word on Wednesday this month at 
Townies Tavern in Palm City. Join us for some Bible Study/

Theological discussion over apps & taps.

NOT MEETING IN MARCH DUE TO LENTEN MIDWEEK

2nd Wednesdays • 5:30 pm at

Altar Guild Meeting
The Altar Guild will meet on Wednesday, March 8, 
at 10 am in Room 202 of the FDC (second floor-take 
elevator) at the Palm City location. We will be covering 
the schedules for Holy Week and Easter, and taking 
reservations for our Spring luncheon. We welcome ALL 
interested volunteers to help serve communion or care 
for the altar.

For more information, call Marj Smith at 772-286-8974  
or Belinda Lowe at 772-634-0194.

Souper Sundays
Immanuel Lutheran volunteers serve 

every first, third and fifth Sunday. 

To volunteer, scan the QR code or go to 
our website,  

immanuelpalmcity.org/serviceopportunities

ATTENTION
THRIVENT MEMBERS!
Don’t forget to direct your 

Choice Dollars before March 
31st. They will expire after 

that date.

The handbell choir is back and practices 
Tuesday evenings at 6 pm. 

They will play Easter Sunday.
If interested in joining the handbell choir, 

contact Sandy Foley at 772-240-6753



2655 SW Immanuel Drive
Palm City, FL 34990

772.287.8188
immanuelpalmcity.org

Nonprofit 
Organization 
US Postage 

PAID
Stuart, FL

Permit No. 144
& EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Regular Worship 
Schedule
Palm City
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 am Contemporary

11:15 am Traditional

Stuart
Sundays: 

10:00 am Traditional

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
(All services except the Sunrise & Stuart Location service will be livestreamed.)

Maundy Maundy 
ThursdayThursday

April 6April 6

6 pm6 pm
Last SupperLast Supper

CommemorationCommemoration
MealMeal

(Palm City Site)(Palm City Site)

Good  Good  
FridayFriday
April 7April 7

7 pm7 pm
Musical & Musical & 
Dramatic Dramatic 

Service of Service of 
ShadowsShadows

(Palm City Site)(Palm City Site)

Holy  Holy  
SaturdaySaturday

April 8April 8

7 pm7 pm
MeditativeMeditative

ServiceService
(Palm City Site)(Palm City Site)

Easter  Easter  
SundaySunday

April 9April 9
Palm City Palm City 

Sunrise Service Sunrise Service 
7:03 am7:03 am

Contemporary Contemporary 
9:30 am9:30 am

Traditional Traditional 
11:15 am11:15 am

StuartStuart
10 am Traditional10 am Traditional


