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to ourselves. Why do we try to pack 
10 pounds of turkey in a 5 pound bag? 
Maybe the season of Advent is the recipe 
for not only surviving the hustle and 
bustle but the thriving in the midst of 
it. Advent is the season of preparation, 
not preparation like decorating a tree 
or wrapping presents, but the season of 
preparation for the coming of Jesus.
The question is how do we prepare for 
Jesus? Advent has four Sundays and each 
one is assigned a theme; hope, peace, 
joy and love. Intentionally focusing 
on each theme during this season is a 
transformative way to prepare for Jesus. 
Jesus embodies each of these traits and 
if we can make them our focus, we have 

IN THIS ISSUE:
Pastor's Message

Pastor Chad Fair, pages 1-3

President's Letter
Pete Morello, page 2

Deacon’s Desk
Cheryl Gundersdorff, page 3

Financials
page 4

Children, Youth & 
Family 

Brittany Lustig, pages 6-7

Stewardship
Paula Tsufis, page 8

Preschool Spotlight
Keyaira Reid, page 8

Early Learning Center
Rebecca Painter, page 9

Ministries & Groups
pages 10-11

'Tis the Season 
by Pastor Chad Fair

The holiday season is firmly 
upon us. We’ve been filled 
with turkey, stuffed with 

stuffing and packed with pie, and 
we haven’t even gotten to Christmas 
or New Year’s Eve yet. The holiday 
season is also eatin’ season but our 
calendars often fill up faster than 
our stomachs making it far too easy 
to forget what this season is about, 
distractions abound. Overstuffed 
calendars lead to overflowing 
anxiety and emotions. When will I 
get my shopping done? How will I 
get these presents wrapped? And the 
Christmas cookie baking, when is 
that getting done?
I cannot comprehend why we do this (continued on page 2...)
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Pastor Chad's
Monthly

Message

Merry Christmas!
by Pete Morello
Council President

a foundation for transforming this 
season of chaos into one of hope, 
peace, joy and love.
Here's what I’m thinking; each 
week we read a piece of scripture 
that reflects the theme, we offer a 
prayer around that theme and then 
we put that theme into action. 
During the week of hope we would 
read Psalm 33:18-22, then we 
would pray for the hopeless among 
us, for hope in our lives and then 
we would offer a sign of hope to 
someone in need. There’s a lot of 
freedom in what that looks like. 
Maybe you want to read the same 
verse for that week or a different 
verse every day. Many Bibles offer 
a topical index in the back that can 
guide you to verses on different 
subjects (Google works too), or 
maybe you have a favorite verse 
that speaks to you about the theme 
of the week. 
The focus of this exercise is less 
about everyone reading the same 
verse, praying the same prayer or 
doing the same acts. The idea is 
to turn our focus away from the 
stress and anxiety of the season 
and make it more reflective of 

Christmas Greetings! What a year it has 
been, and it is not even over yet! This 

is the time of year that I find myself looking 
back over this past year with reverence. It 
often leaves me shaking my head a bit and 
even saying out loud from time to time, “I 

never saw that coming”! Nevertheless, the year 2022 will soon be 
in our past, and it can’t come a moment too soon. Most of us have 
never seen anything like these last couple of years. The pandemic 
interrupted our lives and the recovery from the pandemic is still 
affecting us now. This has been hard for all of us.

However, these challenging times have also provided us with the 
opportunity to exercise our faith. We have all witnessed acts of 
profound kindness and ingenuity that reminds us that God's work is 
done through us. We have proved ourselves to be incredibly adaptable 
and we need to continue that course as we move into 2023.

Christmas reminds me that there are many reasons to be grateful; 
to be filled with hope and it is because of our faith. I am the type 
of person that could listen to Christmas music all year round, I love 
visiting my Auntie Snooky who keeps her Christmas decorations up 
all year round. I am one of those “Christmas People” who knows that 
Jesus was born to Joseph and Mary as an act of love and kindness to 
God’s people. This time of year is the time of year we extend that love 
to one another indiscriminately. God can reach us and connect us 
beyond all the barriers the world can create. God revives us by giving 
us strength in times of great distress. Merry Christmas, and I have 
faith that there is a bright future awaiting. I believe, as many of you 
do, too, that God is leading us into a new season of life and ministry 
together. As we enter into 2023, we will continue to see changes and 
encounter new challenges. My only request is to ask you to don’t give 
up or go away. We can only do this if we stay together and true to 
one another. I am confident in the success of our church and that we 
will celebrate many more Christmases together. The Church Council 
and staff value your presence, service, prayers, witness, and giving/
pledging. We need each other more than ever before. Please reach 
out to each other and encourage one another and ask for help if you 
need it.

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of 
Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the 
determination of the Magi, and the peace of the Christ Child.

(...continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3...)
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the Christ child we are called to 
celebrate and emulate. 
I pray that each of you experiences 
the hope, peace, joy and love of 
Christ this season and you are each 
the hope, peace, joy and love of 
Christ for someone else this season 
as well.

Merry Christmas!
by Pete Morello
Council President

(...continued from page 2)

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

One of my favorite contemporary Christmas 
songs is Mary Did You Know? Throughout 

the song Mary is asked, after giving birth to Jesus, 
if she knew her baby would walk on water, save 
our sons and daughters, make her new, give sight 
to a blind man, calm the storm with His hand, 

and walk with angels. Did she know He was the Lord of all creation, 
would one day rule the nations, be heaven’s perfect lamb, and is the Great 
I Am?
In the first chapter of Luke, Mary, while bewildered by the presence of 
an angel, believes the messenger’s words that the child she will bear will 
be the Son of the Most High, receive the throne of David, and will reign 
over Jacob’s descendants forever. A few verses later Mary lavishly praises 
God for his power, love, and compassion in what we know as Mary’s 
Magnificat. While Mary has some idea of the greatness of her coming 
child, she could not have totally understood how awesome He would be 
and the powers He possessed. 
My favorite line in the song is, Did you know…When you kiss your little 
baby, you kissed the face of God? Wow! Let that thought settle into your 
mind for a while. The God of the universe in her arms, her lips touching 
His face. That thought overwhelms me to the point of tears as I sit in awe 
of what God has just done. Not just for Mary but for all humanity.
God gave up his throne in heaven to be near us that we could hear His 
voice, look into His eyes, and feel His touch. In other words, a God we 
could relate to. That is the essence of God’s Christmas gift. No other 
contrived god would ever give up the glories of heaven to become clothed 
in human skin and humbleness. And that wasn’t the end of His gift. His 
story continued.
No matter what Christmas song is your favorite, may the image of Mary 
kissing the face of God be in your mind forever. Merry Christmas.

Mary, Did You Know?

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter 
is the 15th of each month. Items received after the 15th 
may or may not make it into the newsletter. To submit 
items, send an email to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com

Please Note Our Special 
Worship Times for 

Christmas and New Year's!
Christmas Eve:
4 PM Traditional 

6 PM Contemporary 
11 PM Traditional

Christmas Day: 
10 AM

New Year's Eve: 
4 PM

New Year's Day: 
10 AM

Annual  
Congregational Meeting

December 11, 10:30 am
2023 Proposed Budget 

Transmittal letter is available on 
our website under  

Publications/Reports
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Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 10/31/2022 ILC & IELC

Income $822,994.70

Expenses $847,652.79

Difference ($24,658.09)

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
Online

immanuelpalmcity.org

Envelopes

We now have more ways for you to give!

Oct 2022 Oct 2021 YTD 2022 YTD 2021

Given $45,312.69 $37,586.67 $351,841.59 $359,888.48

Budgeted $51,665.00 $44,240.00 $454,652.00 $475,580.00

Difference ($6,352.31) ($6,653.33) ($102,810.41) ($115,691.52)

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
Pete Morello 

shipperpete@gmail.com
Vice President 

Drew High 
drewhigh7@gmail.com

Secretary 
Sandra Foley 

fschoolmarm@aol.com
Treasurer 

John Gustafson 
johndgustafson@outlook.com

Finance 
Ron Froehlich 

rfroeh1944@gmail.com
Worship 

Kim Shrum 
kim.shrum2011@gmail.com

Stewardship 
Doug Crawford 
dougc@mfps.us

Communication & Evangelism 
Belinda Lowe 

lovymille@comcast.net
Service 

Marcie Balow 
mbalow45@gmail.com

Learning 
Michael Keese 

makeese14@live.com
Property 

Rex Noble, Jr. 
auburn1984@bellsouth.net
Faith, Fun & Fellowship/Small 

Groups 
Amber Castro 

ambercastro@yahoo.com 
 

This year's Christmas Youth Project is collecting donations for 
ELCA Good Gifts. Good Gifts helps families break the cycle of 

hunger and poverty—for good. A cow, a couple goats, a
dozen chicks, two pigs, farming tools, seeds and

agricultural training can create a world of opportunity
for a family living in poverty. Pick your item that you wish to 
donate from the tree in the Narthex and return it with your 

donation to the piggy bank in the Narthex, in the offering plate, 
or via PushPay with "good gifts" in the memo.
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor & Director of Publications 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Vacant

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Director of Early Learning Center  
Rebecca Painter 

IELCDirector@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Shea Johnson 

sheajohnson@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Sexton 
Leeona Reid 

Text: 772-444-5148

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list or to the 

prayer chain contact:
Cheryl Gundersdorff: 772-221-8939
cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

The children from the RLCR will be here to participate 
in worship on Sunday, Dec. 4th at the 9:30 service.
We will be collecting a noisy offering that weekend, 

and donate Gift Cards from WalMart. 
Checks can be made payable to Immanuel Lutheran

Staff Christmas Gift
If you'd like to give our hard working church 
staff a little Christmas gift this holiday 
season, please send them that gift 
directly and do not put it in the offering 
plate. The church no longer accepts 
donations on the staff's behalf. 
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Children, Youth & Family  
 

Brittany Lustig

(continued on page 7...)

There’s no place like Immanuel 
for the Holidays! We’re 

gearing up to Deck the Halls 
of the Sanctuary. Thank you to 
everyone who signed up and are 
helping us with this wonderful 
start of the Christmas season. 
Ms. Becca, some of our teachers, 
and myself had a wonderful time 
at Family Day for the Tykes and 
Teens Festival of Trees and Lights. 
It was such a great turn out and it 
was so much fun to watch the kids 
participate in creating their own 
ornaments!

It has truly been a blessing to 
spend this year with our amazing 
youth and their families. I have 
watched all of these children 
grow in height, maturity, age, but 
especially in their faith. From the 
bottom of my heart: I adore you 
all. I can’t wait to see what this 
next year brings!

With Christmas approaching fast, 
I pray that everyone remembers 
what the season is all about! 
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Christmas is the season of joy, of 
giving, and of families united; but the 
most important thing is celebrating 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
and to remember this quote: "It's 
not how much we give but how 
much love we put into giving.” Lets 
spread our love in Christ’s image this 
Holiday season!

Children, Youth & Family  
 

(...continued from page 6)

Upcoming Events
• Deck the Halls: December 

3rd at 10 am followed 
by White Elephant Gift 
exchange & party

• Confirmation: December 
18th

• Rock the Universe: January 
27th, 2023
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Keyaira Reid 
1-year-old Teacher

preschool
SPOTLIGHT

Advent is my favorite liturgical season, and in this 
past year, filled with stress and trauma, I am looking 

forward to it even more. Advent gives us time and space to name the 
darkness and slowly bring light in. Advent brings hope. Advent reminds us 
that we are a part of a two-thousand-year-old story of God’s love. This year, 
especially, Advent invites us to tell our stories and to remember that we are 
not alone. We are not forgotten. We are all part of God’s story of love, hope, 
and healing for the world.  

I have spent my adult life working in children’s ministry and love telling 
Bible stories. Every Advent I tell the story of Jesus’ family tree, starting with 
Abraham and God’s promise that his descendants would be as numerous as 
the stars in the sky. For each person 
named (Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, 
Rebekah…), I place a star on a dark 
blue cloth. Everyone listening gets a 
star to hold until the end when they 
place their star on the cloth and 
say their own name out loud. It is 
a powerful reminder that we are all 
part of God’s promise to Abraham. We are not forgotten.   And this is why 
we tell stories in Advent. We are part of this ancient, beautiful story of God’s 
promise to Abraham. 
Why do we bring up storytelling in an article focused on stewardship? 
Because stewardship is about far more than money. We are living through a 
continued pandemic of coronavirus and societal division. We are stewards 
of God’s story and have a responsibility to bring the transforming power of 
God’s love and hope to the people in our lives, no matter what. This Advent, 
we are compelled to share God’s story with our family and our neighbors in 
new ways.

Advent: Steward the Story
by Paula Tsufis, Stewardship Committee

K eyaira Reid is our one-year-
old teacher at Immanuel 

Early Learning Center. This is her 
first-year teaching and has done 
a fantastic job crafting, singing, 
organizing, and taking very good 
care of our youngest students.

Keyaira grew up here in Martin 
County and turned 18 on 
02/03/04. She has 6 siblings and 
looks after her 5 cats at home. 
Since she has been very young, she 
always knew she wanted to be a 
teacher. 

Welcome to our team Keyaira!

(continued on page 9...)

Stewarding. “It is difficult not to have plans, not to organize 
people around an urgent cause, and not to feel that you 

are working directly for social progress. But I wonder more 
and more if the first thing shouldn’t be to know people by 
name, to eat and drink with them, to listen to their stories 
and tell your own, and to let them know with words, hand-
shakes, and hugs that you do not simply like them, but truly 

love them.”  
-Henri Nouwen

This article was adapted from a Luther Seminary Faith and 
Leadership blog posting by Arlene Flancher, November 30, 
2020. Used with Permission.
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Early Learning CenterAdvent: Steward the Story
by Paula Tsufis, Stewardship Committee by Rebecca Painter, IELC Director

Immanuel Early Learning Center is in full “FALL” swing. 
The children are learning that the original Thanksgiving 

was a celebration of an abundant harvest and we continue 
that tradition today by thanking God for our many 
blessings. Our teachers have been focusing on Autumn. 
The one-year-olds have been singing turkey songs. The 

two-year-old’s have been having a blast playing with silk leaves. In addition 
to their regular curriculum the three-year-old’s loved making turkeys and 
pumpkins. Along with their center work, our VPK students made their 
turkey in “disguise” and wrote what they are thankful for.
All the students at Immanuel are Thankful for You—HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING.

Join Pastors Chad and Rebecca 
for their weekly podcast 
discussing the previous 

weekend's text more in-depth. 
Available on our website or on 

our app.

Steward the Story at Home (...cont. from page 8)
• Light candles and read the Star Story (https://faithlead.org/blog/advent-

steward-the-story) or a Bible story about one of the people in Jesus’ 
family tree. Choose your favorite character or learn about someone new.

• Turn your Christmas tree lights on and talk about what is hard this year. 
Then pray for each other.

• Connect with family and friends using technology like Zoom or 
FaceTime, light candles and pray for each other.

• Make star cookies to share with your neighbors.
• Light candles and tell stories about your favorite Christmas celebrations.
• Draw stars on the windows in your home with washable markers or 

window markers. Add one each day from December 1 through the day 
of the Epiphany, January 6, 2023. If drawing stars on windows doesn’t 
work for you, cut out paper stars—one for each day—and tape them to 
your front door.

• Decorate fabric or wooden stars—one for each character in the Star 
Story, and one for each person in your family. Hang these stars on a 
Christmas tree or attach them together with ribbon to make a garland.

Halloween 
Parade

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you to the following
for donating your Thrivent

Choice Dollars to Immanuel.

Lynnea Valpatic

Snack Bags
To our members: Thank 

you, thank you, thank you 
for helping to continue with 

your donations to the “Snack 
Bags” ministry. Everyone that 
comes to the Soup Kitchen is 

so grateful!      

To our Thrivent Members: 
Thank you for participating 
by doing an Action Team to 

support this ministry. 

All of your donations are so 
appreciated.

- Karen Coombs

Taco Tree
Thanks to everyone who 

helped donate to the Tykes 
& Teens Taco 'Bout Jesus 

Tree at the Festival of Tree & 
Lights. We raised over $900!
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Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
3 pm • Choir Room

Sisters in Spirit 
3rd Tuesday of the month  

7 pm • Panera

Word on Wednesdays 
2nd Wednesday of the month 

5:30 pm • Townies 

Fellowship & 
Service  

Ministries
Quilts of Valor 

Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 
Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild  
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Belinda Lowe, 772.634.0194

Stephen Ministry  
2nd Monday 

6:30 pm in Room 202 
(No mtg in December)

Wednesday Bridge Group 
Wednesdays at 1:30 pm  

Room 201 
Contact: Jean Peterson, 287-1183

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

STEPHEN MINISTRY
For most of us celebrating the Christmas season is one of joy. 
For some, however, it is a time of sadness and loneliness as 

they experience grief from the passing of a loved one, a recent 
divorce, or an estranged family relationship. Immanuel’s trained 
and caring Stephen Ministers can help during a time like this. 

If you or someone you know would like to experience love and 
encouragement through the holidays, call Cheryl Gundersdorff 

221-8939 your Stephen Ministry Leader, or see one of our 
Stephen Ministers wearing a blue Stephen Ministry badge. 

Cheryl will be out of town Dec. 17 – Jan. 6.

&

Prayer Chain Ministry
Our Immanuel prayer chain is always 

available to pray for you or those 
you know in need of prayer. Contact 

Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff 221-
8939 to request prayer or to become 
a member of our prayer team. From 
December 17 to January 6, contact 

Jill Swartz 219-2388.

Deborah Circle & Sisters In Spirit
Both Deborah Circle and Sisters in Spirit will take a 

break for the holidays. No meeting in December but 
will start up again in January.

BRIDGE GROUP

Join us 
Wednesdays 

in room 201 at 
1:30 pm to play 
bridge. Anyone 

who would 
like to play is 

welcome.
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Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Sundays @ 8 am • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Bell Choir 
*Suspended until further notice*

Chancel Choir 
*Suspended until further notice*

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary

Children's Choir/JAM 
Wednesdays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

Contact Brittany Lustig 
brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Souper Sundays
Immanuel Lutheran 

volunteers serve every third 
and fifth Sunday. 

To volunteer, contact Marcie 
Balow at 283-0982 or  

mbalow45@gmail.com 
or sign up in the Narthex

PATHWAYS
DISCIPLESHIP FOR 

SMALL GROUPS

Want to deepen your 
relationship with God and 

other members of the 
church? Join one of our 
Pathways Small Groups.

Pathways is about being changed 
by God’s love into the person God 

has called you to be. It involves 
immersing ourselves in God’s 

Word, communicating with God 
through prayer, and serving our 
fellow human beings...all while 

deepening our relationships with 
one another. 

Groups can be in-person or online 
via zoom. Sign up in the narthex 

or on our website, 
immanuelpalmcity.org/pathways
If you have questions about what 
Pathways entails, please contact 

Pastor Rebecca at 
pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Word
on

Wednesdays

Join Pastor Rebecca the second Wednesday evening of the 
month at Townies Tavern in Palm City for some Bible Study or 

Theological discussion over apps & taps and take advantage of 
Townies "Wine Down Wednesday" deals. 

Wednesday, December 14

2nd Wednesdays • 5:30 pm

at

Wednesday, december 14, at noon

at the home of marj smith

Members bring a dish to share. Meat and drinks 
will be provided. (Directions to Marj’s home 

are posted in the Sacristy.) A short meeting will 
follow the meal.

We are always looking for willing volunteers to help 
serve communion or care for the altar. Please consider 

joining us in serving our Lord.
Questions happily answered by Marj Smith at  

772-286-8974 or Belinda Lowe at 772-634-0194
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Regular Worship 
Schedule
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 am Contemporary

11:15 am Traditional

All services available via 
livestream on our website or 

through our app.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

4 pm 
Traditional  Candlelight Service 

6 pm  
Contemporary Candlelight Family Service 

11 pm 
 Traditional Candlelight Service
All services will be both in-person and livestreamed. All 

services will have communion.

Christmas Day: 10 am Lessons & Carols

New Year’s Eve/Day Worship
Saturday: 4 pm/Sunday: 10 am


