
GOOD  NEWS

JANUARY 2023Our mission is to introduce all people to 
Jesus Christ and the exhilarating power and 

undefeatable joy He brings to life!

A monthly publication of Immanuel Lutheran

notifications that flights to and from 
China were being canceled and shut 
down due to this thing called the 
Corona Virus. A few weeks later, 
we were scrambling trying to decide 
whether to cancel worship, thinking 
"well, this will only last a week or two 
and then we'll get back to normal, 
right?"
If there's one thing that is certain in 
this life: it's that none of us knows 
what the next minute, much less 
the next year, is going to bring. Life 
changes in an instant. 
As we move into 2023, we know that 
there are a lot of potential changes on 
the horizon. On January 8th, we will 
vote as a congregation on whether or 
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New Year, New Possibilities 
by Pastor Rebecca Craig

I remember New Year's Eve 2019 
really well. I'd had a good year. 
Bought a home, lost some weight, 

had spent the past year working 
with a new lead pastor I seemed to 
gel with pretty well—so I was going 
into the new year with a lot of hope 
and anticipation that 2020 would be 
even better. I was going on a trip to 
the Holy Land at the end of January, 
I was planning a sabbatical for later 
that summer—life was good. The year 
looked promising.
And then...well, we all know how 
2020 actually went. (Cue the sound 
of a record scratching as the needle 
is suddenly yanked across it) On the 
morning we were getting ready to 
leave the Holy Land, we were getting (continued on page 2...)
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Pastor Rebecca's
Monthly

Message

Happy New Year!
by Pete Morello
Council President

not we want to move forward in 
ministry with the Prince of Peace 
congregation and the ministry 
plan we will have proposed. 
That's a big change that, like most 
changes, comes with some fear 
and trepidation...but, hopefully, 
also with some excitement as we 
consider all the new ways we can 
expand upon the ministries of 
God's Church in our little corner 
of the world. As of the penning 
of this article, the task force still 
working on the ministry plan we'll 
be presenting on January 8th.
We're dreaming of the possibilities, 
while also being realistic about 
the challenges. Above all, we're 
listening to the Holy Spirit. As 
Pastor Chad will tell you, when he 
and I were first approached with 
this idea, we were both skeptical of 
the viability of what the Synod was 
proposing. 
But, we listened. And have kept on 
listening. 
To both our surprise, and the 
surprise of many on the council 
and the task force, we found 
ourselves wanting to continue the 
conversation on what might be 

Happy New Year! Wow 2022 seemed 
to go fast, and it has been full of 

challenges. We have had a lot of wonderful 
things happening as well. We are closer to 
getting our parking lot done and thanks to 
a generous gift from our neighbors we can 

pave the whole area along Martin Downs. We will not be cutting 
down any trees, in fact we will be adding a couple of trees. We even 
trimmed the trees early so this way they can “heal up” before we 
disturb their roots as to not stress them too much. Speaking of Stress 
2022 was full of challenges and stress.

Reflecting on the stress of the holiday season I always like to think 
of Romans 8:18. To paraphrase it a bit: “The pain that you have 
been feeling cannot compare to the Joy that is coming.” That is my 
wish for 2023. We often start the New Year with some resolutions. 
My wife Emily grew up in the Hills of Pennsylvania on a Farm and 
some of her family’s “Hill-Billy” sayings come from simple wisdom 
and make great resolutions for the new year. I would like to share the 
three of them that will guide my 2023 with “Y'all”. 

“Don’t be banging your shin on a stool that’s not in the way.”

“The biggest troublemaker you’ll ever have to deal with watches you 
from the mirror every morning.”

“Live a good, honorable life. Then when you think back, you’ll enjoy 
it a second time.”

Sometimes I cannot get out of my own way causing unneeded 
stress. I need to: Be Intentional. Live Simply. Love Generously. Care 
Deeply. Speak Kindly. Leave the rest up to God.

Here is to a wonderful 2023!

(...continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3...)

Happy New Year
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possible.
The Holy Spirit is weird sometimes. 
I have always said that the Holy 
Spirit is messy. It cannot be tamed, 
and it refuses to operate in any 
predictable way that would allow 
us to try and nail down how it 
operates. It goes places and invites 
us into futures we don't tend to 
imagine for ourselves. Had you 
asked me back on New Year's Eve 
of 2002 (yes, 20 years ago—yikes!) 
what I thought my future looked 
like, I would not have been able 
to tell you that later that year in 
2003 I was going to start hearing 
the call to ministry and that by 
2004, I would be enrolling in 
Luther Seminary. Such ideas were 
the farthest thing from my mind. I 
had a successful career and seemed 
pretty well off in my situation. 
Yet, within two years I'd sold my 
home, quit my job, and uprooted 
my life as I moved to St. Paul, MN. 
As we celebrate 35 years as a 
congregation this year, I have no 
idea where we are headed in 2023. 
I don't know how the congregation 
is going to vote, I don't know 
how these new possibilities might 
change and impact our lives. 
What I do know is that God is 
always active, God is always with 
us, and God is always working to 
move us in a direction that aligns 
with his vision for our future. So 
we listen and let the Spirit guide 
us into this new year. 
May we all have a safe and blessed 
New Year!

Happy New Year!
by Pete Morello
Council President

(...continued from page 2)

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

When my family and I moved to Stuart thirty-
two years ago, we visited all the Lutheran 

churches in Martin County. As soon as we walked 
into Immanuel, it became very obvious that this 
was the faith community God called us to be a part 
of. Many of you have had the same experience. 

Immanuel is here because God planted a seed of desire within the ELCA to 
have a worshiping community of faith in Palm City. A pastor was called to 
return to the U.S. from his ministry in Japan and he said yes.
The rest, as they say, is history and in 1988 the Holy Spirit gathered together 
the beginning of a worshiping faith community. After only a couple of years, 
worship began in our present sanctuary. Our facilities have grown, pastors 
have come and gone, and the size and demographics of our congregation 
has risen and fallen throughout the years like the tides of the ocean.  Areas of 
ministry have changed over the years at the Holy Spirit’s calling. Thousands 
of people, from babies to seniors, have been touched by the love of Christ.
We often reminisce of the “old days” of Immanuel, but even those days 
were at one time new. Newness is part of God’s plan for his beloved people. 
We are not meant to stay the same. With each new day dawning, God 
continues to be at work to make all things new. Not only does that mean He 
is changing each of us personally, He is also changing how we do things at 
Immanuel and the ministry opportunities He has for us in our community 
and around the world.
While God’s purpose for Immanuel is continually changing, there is much 
that remains steadfast. First and foremost is God’s unending and ever present 
love for this faith community of Christ followers. His Holy Spirit is always 
at work here. Love and compassion dwells within this faith community as 
we minister to one another and those in our community. When Immanuel 
has specific needs, its people rally to the cause, even in the most difficult 
of times. We continue to minster, invite, baptize, confirm, make disciples, 
marry, and celebrate the end of earthly life. All because God planted a seed.
What new things does God have in store for us moving forward? We wait 
expectantly for the Holy Spirit to guide us. Happy Anniversary Immanuel!

Happy Anniversary!

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 

15th of each month. Items received after the 15th may or 
may not make it into the newsletter. To submit items, send an 

email to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com
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Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 11/30/2022 ILC & IELC

Income $901,402.51

Expenses $929,233.83

Difference ($27,831.32)

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
Online

immanuelpalmcity.org

Envelopes

We now have more ways for you to give!

Nov 2022 Nov 2021 YTD 2022 YTD 2021

Given $36,536.30 $37,620.52 $388,762.28 $409,772.00

Budgeted $41,332.00 $40,240.00 $495,984.00 $482,880.00

Difference ($4,795.70) ($2,619.48) ($107,221.72) ($73,108.00)

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
Pete Morello 

shipperpete@gmail.com
Vice President 

Drew High 
drewhigh7@gmail.com

Secretary 
Sandra Foley 

fschoolmarm@aol.com
Treasurer 

John Gustafson 
johndgustafson@outlook.com

Finance 
Ron Froehlich 

rfroeh1944@gmail.com
Worship 

Kim Shrum 
kim.shrum2011@gmail.com

Stewardship 
Doug Crawford 
dougc@mfps.us

Communication & Evangelism 
Kyla Mericle 

mrsmericle1112@gmail.com
Service 

Marcie Balow 
mbalow45@gmail.com

Learning 
Michael Keese 

makeese14@live.com
Property 

Rex Noble, Jr. 
auburn1984@bellsouth.net
Faith, Fun & Fellowship/Small 

Groups 
Belinda Lowe 

lovymille@comcast.net
 
 

Altar Flowers and Devotional Booklets
As we are all aware, prices have been going up, especially 

during this past year. Immanuel is not immune to price 
increases from its service providers, suppliers and vendors. 
Due to price increases from our florist and publisher, we are 
forced to increase our requested donations for altar flowers 
and devotional booklets. Effective immediately, below are 

the new donations requested.

Altar Bouquet $40
Altar Rose $20

Christ in Our Home $2
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor & Director of Publications 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Vacant

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Director of Early Learning Center  
Rebecca Painter 

IELCDirector@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Shea Johnson 

sheajohnson@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Sexton 
Leeona Reid 

Text: 772-444-5148

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list or to the 

prayer chain contact:
Cheryl Gundersdorff: 772-221-8939
cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

January 7th, 2023
10 am

What goes up...must come down!
If you’re willing/able to help us take down Christmas 
decorations in the sanctuary, please sign up in the 

Narthex
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Children, Youth & Family  
 

Brittany Lustig

(continued on page 7...)

I can’t believe another year has 
come and gone. Happy new 

year, Immanuel family! While it’s 
not very cold in Florida, say a little 
prayer for me because I’ll be headed 
to Minnesota for seminary in late 
January where it is mighty chilly!  
I hope you all had a wonderful 
holiday and a fantastic New Year's 
Celebration! 

I can’t wait to kick off this new 
year with Rock the Universe. On 
January 27, we will be headed out 
to Universal Studios to see some 
amazing Christian contemporary 
worship artists. Please let me 
know if you’d like to attend and if 
you’re an adult who would like to 
help transport children, we would 
really appreciate it. 

I know the kids had a great time 
during winter break, but I hope 
they’re itching to see their friends 
again at school and get back 
out there to finish the school 
year strong. I pray that all of 
our children are safe and well. I 

Christmas 

Decorating
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especially pray that God blesses 
their hearts and minds as they 
return from this holiday break. 
Sending you all my love! 

Children, Youth & Family  
 

(...continued from page 6)

Upcoming Events
• Confirmation: January 

22nd

• Rock the Universe: January 
27th, 2023

January 27th, 2023
4 pm - 1 am

If we have10 people, we can get the group rate for 
$74.99+tax/person. 

Please sign up at the welcome station or contact Brittany 
Lustig if you are interested in going.

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org
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Belinda Lowe 
Faith, Fun & Fellowship

Council
SPOTLIGHT

In November we celebrated All Saints Day where 
we were reminded of our place among the “saints,” 

especially those faithful people of God who personally 
helped shape our lives. December brought the season 
of Advent where we heard the prophetic voices call to 

“repent” and return to God. At Christmas we celebrated the birth of Jesus, 
God incarnate who enters our earthly world with the message of salvation, 
not just for us but for all of creation. 
And then we encounter January, the start of the New Year where our secular 
culture tells us that with self-determination and the right resolutions we can 
“fix” our busy lives in the coming year. And we resolve, once again, to use 
that gym membership, to get fit and to spend more time on “important” 
things, finances also being in the mix.
We are familiar with stewarding our finances but don’t usually think of our 
lives as something that we “steward.” Maybe we should. Our Christian faith 
affirms that everything we have is from God, our creator. So, what might 
being a good steward of our life look like? I like to think we have examples 
of people living Grace-filled lives still here on earth to help show us the way. 
One of these living saints is my 96-year-old Aunt Ann. (She would cringe 
at this description.) She still lives on her own. We know that at age 96 her 
long life is nearer the end, however. I recently volunteered to do a first draft 
of her obituary so that her life story is not drafted “on the fly” during the 
chaos of her death, but rather with some care and thought. She already has 
her funeral and burial organized (of course!)
Ann was known as a distinguished 
educator and outstanding scholar. 
She loved music, travel and 
watching sports. Her life was 
shaped by a large, loving extended 
family and her faith in God. She 
also experienced great sorrow, 
especially with the tragic murder 
of her beloved sister, a Catholic 
nun and fellow educator. Ann’s perpetual optimism, humor, attentiveness, 
and love for others was experienced by everyone.  She “stewarded” her life 
with God’s purposes in the forefront of her mind and with God’s wisdom 
and love that she shared with her students, colleagues, and family members. 
My resolution in this New Year is ponder Ann and other saints, to try also to 
be a good “steward” of the life God has blessed me with. This intent means 
a daily return to God in prayer and the Word and worshipping and serving 
with my faith community.  The underlying goal is to better understand how 
to continue to align my life with God’s transforming work in our world 
versus a unrelenting focus on my often-futile self-improvement efforts. 
God Grace be with you in 2023!

Stewarding Our Lives:
A wish for a grace-filled new year

by Paula Tsufis, Stewardship Committee

Greetings from your Faith/
Fun and Fellowship Council 

Member:
It is with Great joy that I hold this 
position in our church ministry. 
It brings me joy to bring smiles to 
people’s faces, and I hope I can do 
so for all of you in some way.
My very first mission will be to 
help coordinate our Church’s 35th 
Anniversary, which traditionally 
would be held on Jan 1st of 2023, 
but due to the time frame of major 
other things our Church is dealing 
with at the present time, we will 
make the official announcement of 
our plans at the January 14th and 
15th church services. But here is a 
hint, we will be having a HUGE 
mortgage burning Service on May 
28th with Bishop Suarez attending. 
This is awesome news. I am looking 
for 3 committee members to assist 
in making this one of the BEST 
celebrations we could possibly 
have, as it is a special time for our 
Church.. 
Some of my goals to make this year 

(continued on page 9...)
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Early Learning CenterStewarding Our Lives:
A wish for a grace-filled new year

by Paula Tsufis, Stewardship Committee
by Rebecca Painter, IELC Director

The children at Immanuel Early Learning center have 
been excited with anticipation of the Christmas 

Season. 
December is a short month with so much to pack in. The 
classrooms are beautifully decorated, and the children 
have been busy all month-long making ornaments and 

decorations to bring home. In addition to all the Christmas preparations 
we have spent the month reviewing everything we learned since the start of 
school in August.
On December 12th Judy and John Wakeman surprised the VPK class with 
a presentation of dinosaurs followed by a “dinosaur dig”. It was amazing! 
Thank you, Judy and John, for all the kindness and support that you have 
given to Immanuel Early Learning Center.
On Wednesday the 14th the Children came to school dressed in Christmas 
PJ’s and watched a Holiday Movie, it was fun to wear our PJ’s all day!
The children were so excited for us to see all their hard work when they 
entertained us on stage at our Holiday Party on December 16th. Two of 
Immanuel Early Learning Center’s alumni, Penelope Dauer and Ayden 
Painter narrated a short play about the birth of Jesus which was interspersed 
with songs from our students. It was so uplifting to listen to the sweet voices 
of our children as they sang in our beautifully decorated sanctuary. At the 
end of the program Santa stopped by for a surprise visit.
Blessings to you and your family from all of us at Immanuel Early Learning 
Center.

Join Pastors Chad and Rebecca 
for their weekly podcast 
discussing the previous 

weekend's text more in-depth. 
Available on our website or on 

our app.

Real Life Children's Ranch
Thank you for your 

generosity! 

We raised approximately 
$1200 with our noisy offering 

on December 4th to help 
purchase gifts for the children 

this Christmas.

SNACK BAGS
To our members: Thank 

you, thank you, thank you 
for helping to continue with 

your donations to the “Snack 
Bags” ministry. Everyone that 
comes to the Soup Kitchen is 

so grateful!      

To our Thrivent Members: 
Thank you for participating 
by doing an Action Team to 

support this ministry. 

A special THANK YOU to 
Charlene Perrone, who stayed 
with me and helped fill over 

160 bags!!

Your donations and help are 
so appreciated!

-Karen Coombs

a great year of Faith, Fun and Fellowship is that I plan to have an event 
of some type monthly at each service to bring joy to everyone's faces and 
hearts along with other activities to be held on site.  We will continue our 
fellowship on the porch at the 9:30 am service. Please sign up and please 
feel free to contact me with any questions that you may have. A suggestion 
box will be located in the Narthex for ideas, because I truly believe it takes 
a village to blend together to make everyone in the village unite. UNITY 
is one of my key words that I believe in, when one or more are gathered 
together we will have that. Let’s strive for that Church family, "be a friend 
bring a friend" will be our new thought pattern. Remember our Faith leads 
us daily. Let’s share that everywhere we go.

Faith, Fun, Fellowship - 35th Anniversary  
(...continued from page 8)
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Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
3 pm • Room 201
Sisters in Spirit 

3rd Tuesday of the month  
7 pm • Room 201

Word on Wednesdays 
2nd Wednesday of the month 

5:30 pm • Townies 

Fellowship & 
Service  

Ministries
Quilts of Valor 

Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 
Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild  
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Belinda Lowe, 772.634.0194

Stephen Ministry  
2nd Monday 

6:30 pm in Room 202 
(No mtg in December)

Wednesday Bridge Group 
Wednesdays at 1:30 pm  

Room 201 
Contact: Jean Peterson, 287-1183

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Changes can be difficult, especially when they are unexpected. 
Immanuel’s Stephen Ministers are trained to help people learn 

to cope with the changes that have happened in their life. 
If you have experienced great changes, or know someone 

who has, and would like to find out how a Stephen Minister 
can help you, contact Deacon Cheryl, your Stephen Ministry 
Leader, at 221-8939 or 485-1954 or ask a Stephen Minister 

wearing a blue badge.

&

Prayer Chain Ministry
Have you made a resolution to pray 
more this year? Consider joining the 

prayer chain. As you bless others through 
your prayers, you will find that you also 
will be blessed. Call Deacon Cheryl for 
more information or to request prayer 

for yourself or a loved one. 221-8939 or 
485-1954.

Deborah Circle 
Is 2023 the year you resolve to grow in your faith? The 

Deborah Circle Bible study fellowship meets only once a 
month, the 2nd Monday in Room 201, at 3PM for about 

an hour. We are currently studying the Gospel of Matthew. 
You don’t need to be well versed in scripture to enjoy this 
study. We do an in-depth study of one-two chapters each 

month with a study sheet to follow along. We then assemble 
layettes to donate to Care Net Pregnancy Services. For more 
information and to RSVP contact Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff  

221-8939 or 485-1954.

BRIDGE GROUP

Join us 
Wednesdays 

in room 201 at 
1:30 pm to play 
bridge. Anyone 

who would 
like to play is 

welcome.
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Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Sundays @ 8 am • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Bell Choir 
*Suspended until further notice*

Chancel Choir 
*Suspended until further notice*

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary

Children's Choir/JAM 
Wednesdays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

Contact Brittany Lustig 
brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Souper Sundays
Immanuel Lutheran 

volunteers serve every third 
and fifth Sunday. 

To volunteer, contact Marcie 
Balow at 283-0982 or  

mbalow45@gmail.com 
or sign up in the Narthex

Sisters in Spirit Women’s Ministry
Is 2023 the year you resolve to grow in your 
faith? Sisters in Spirit Bible study fellowship 
just might be the place for you with our study of 
Experiencing the Heart of Jesus. We meet once 
a month in Room 201, the 3rd Tuesday at 7PM. 
For more information and to RSVP contact 
Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff  
221-8939 or 485-1954.

  Sisters

  S pirit

in

PATHWAYS
DISCIPLESHIP FOR 

SMALL GROUPS

Want to deepen your 
relationship with God and 

other members of the 
church? Join one of our 
Pathways Small Groups.

Pathways is about being changed 
by God’s love into the person God 

has called you to be. It involves 
immersing ourselves in God’s 

Word, communicating with God 
through prayer, and serving our 
fellow human beings...all while 

deepening our relationships with 
one another. 

Groups can be in-person or online 
via zoom. Sign up in the narthex 

or on our website, 
immanuelpalmcity.org/pathways
If you have questions about what 
Pathways entails, please contact 

Pastor Rebecca at 
pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Word on

Wednesdays

Sandy Foley will be leading our Word on Wednesday this 
month at Townies Tavern in Palm City. Join us for some Bible 

Study/Theological discussion over apps & taps.

Wednesday, January 11th. 2023

2nd Wednesdays • 5:30 pm at

Wednesday, January 4th, at noon

at the home of marJ smith

Regular meetings on February 8 and March 8 
at 10 AM.  February meeting we will clean the 

candles used on Christmas Eve.
Questions happily answered by Marj Smith at  

772-286-8974 or Belinda Lowe at 772-634-0194
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Regular Worship 
Schedule
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 am Contemporary

11:15 am Traditional

All services available via 
livestream on our website or 

through our app.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Congregational Meeting
January 8th, 10:30 aM

We will hold a congregational meeting on January 8th in order for the Task 
Force that was formed to explore ministry opportunities with Prince of Peace 
to present their vision and plan for a possible ministry partnership. Members 

of Immanuel will vote whether or not to move forward with the presented plan. 
Pr. Khader El-Yateem, Director of Evangelical Mission for the Florida-Bahamas 

Synod, will be joining us for this vote. 


