
OCT 1/2 - Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29

A reading from Exodus, the fourteenth chapter

5When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds of
Pharaoh and his officials were changed toward the people, and they said,
“What have we done, letting Israel leave our service?” 6So he had his
chariot made ready, and took his army with him; 7he took six hundred
picked chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all
of them.

10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the
Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the
Lord. 11They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we
told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” 13But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand
firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you
today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again.
14The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the
sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land;
and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry
ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their
left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of
Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch
the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian
army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us



flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”
26Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so
that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots
and chariot drivers.” 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled
before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters
returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army
of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them
remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.



Oct 8/9 - Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17

A reading from Exodus, the nineteenth and twentieth chapters

3Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain,
saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites:
4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey
my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession
out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be
for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that
you shall speak to the Israelites.” 7So Moses came, summoned the elders
of the people, and set before them all these words that the Lord had
commanded him.

Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have
no other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an idol,
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow
down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous
God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the
fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to
the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my
commandments. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the
Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his
name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall
labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the
Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident
in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea,



and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord
blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in
the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder.
14You shall not commit adultery. 15You shall not steal. 16You shall not
bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.



Oct 15/16 - Joshua 24:1-3a, 13-22

A reading from Joshua, the twenty-fourth chapter

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they
presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to all the people,
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah
and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and
served other gods. 3Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the
River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring
many.

13I gave you a land on which you had not labored, and towns that you
had not built, and you live in them; you eat the fruit of vineyards and
oliveyards that you did not plant. 14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and
serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.

15Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond
the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but
as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake
the Lord to serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us
and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,
and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the
way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed;
18and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who
lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our
God.” 19But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for



he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your
transgressions or your sins. 20If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign
gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having
done you good.” 21And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the
Lord!” 22Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against
yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.”



Oct 22/23 - 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9

A reading from second Samuel, the eleventh and twelfth chapters

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent
Joab with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the
Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 2It
happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was
walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof
a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. 3David sent someone
to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4So David sent
messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now
she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her
house. 5The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am
pregnant.”

26When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made
lamentation for him. 27When the mourning was over, David sent and
brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son.
But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.

And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him,
“There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor.
2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3but the poor man had
nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up,
and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his
meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like
a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he
was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the
wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and
prepared that for the guest who had come to him.”



5Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to
Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die;
6he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and
because he had no pity.” 7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus
says the Lord, the God of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I
rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8I gave you your master’s house, and
your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel
and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added as much
more. 9Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil
in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and
have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword
of the Ammonites.”



October 29/30 - 2 Kings 3:5-14

A reading from second Kings, the third chapter

5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God
said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have
shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because
he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great
and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today.
7And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of
my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to
go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom
you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered
or counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to
govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can
govern this your great people?”

10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him,
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life
or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your
word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has
been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. 13I give you
also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no
other king shall compare with you. 14If you will walk in my ways,
keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David
walked, then I will lengthen your life.”


