
Jan 7/8 - Matthew 3:1-17

L: The Gospel according to Matthew the third chapter

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.’” 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather
belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the
region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins.

7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism,
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with
water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then
he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up



from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.”



Jan 14/15 - Matthew 4:1-17

L: The Gospel according to Matthew the fourth chapter

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. 2He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he
answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5Then the devil took him to
the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to
the test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he
said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 11Then the devil left
him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to
Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea,
in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15“Land of Zebulun, land
of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles— 16the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and
for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.”



Jan 21/22 - Matthew 5:1-20

L: The Gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God. 10“Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out
and trampled underfoot. 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on
a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.
16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven
and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass



from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one
of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same,
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them
and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I
tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”



January 28/29 - Matthew 6:7-21

L: The Gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter

7“When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles
do; for they think that they will be heard because of their many words.
8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you
ask him.

9“Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
10Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us this day our daily bread. 12And forgive us our debts, as we also
have forgiven our debtors. 13And do not bring us to the time of trial, but
rescue us from the evil one. 14For if you forgive others their trespasses,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15but if you do not forgive
others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly
I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil
on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not
by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consume
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”


